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Important Changes to the FENZ Levy from 1 July 2026

From 1July 2026, new government rules will change the way the Fire and Emergency New Zealand (FENZ) levy is
calculated on insurance policies throughout New Zealand. These changes are set by legislation and apply to all
insurers and brokers across New Zealand.

What Is the FENZ Levy?

The FENZ levy is a statutory charge collected through property and motor vehicle insurance policies. It funds New
Zealand's national fire and emergency services. You can find out more about the FENZ Levy and how it supports
Kiwis here This levy appears as a separate line item on your insurance invoice. It is collected by insurers and brokers
on behalf of FENZ and is paid directly to the government.

When Do the Changes Take Effect?
The updated levy rules apply to all new and renewed insurance policies starting on or after 1July 2026. If your policy
renews before this date, the current levy rates will continue until your next renewal.

So, What Is Changing?

Home and Contents Insurance
Most homeowners will see a slight reduction in the levy due to lower rates and reduced maximum caps.

Motor Vehicle Insurance
The levy will increase to a flat $25.00 per vehicle (plus GST), per annum regardless of the vehicle's value or weight or
whether it is insured for comprehensive or third party only cover.

Commercial & Rural Insurance
Commercial and Rural property levies will be calculated on the full sum insured rather than the indemnity (or
present day) value, which may increase costs for some rural properties and businesses.

Newly Included Property Types
The levy will now also apply to forests livestock and aircraft.

What Does This Means for You?

Depending on the type of insurance you have, you may notice either a small reduction in home and contents levies,
an increase in motor vehicle levies or higher levies on some commercial and rural property policies.

Please refer to the comparison table below for to see how these changes may impact your insurance premiums.

FENZ LEVY COMPARISON

Insurance Type Current Levy New Levy from 13July 2026
Home 11.95 cents per $100 sum insured, up to $119.50 10.74 cents per $100 sum insured, up to $107.40
Personal Contents 11.95 cents per $100 sum insured, up to $23.90 10.74 cents per $100 sum insured, up to $21.48

$25.00 per vehicle, per annum including Third

Motor Vehicles under 3.5T $9.53 per vehicle Party Only

$25.00 per vehicle, per annum including Third

Motor Vehicles over 3.5T 11.95 cents per $100 applied to sum insured Party Only

Commercial / Rural Property |11.95 cents per $100 of indemnity value or sum insured |[7.76 cents per $100 of replacement sum insured

All figures shown are exclusive of GST. GST is added to the levy amount
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https://www.fireandemergency.nz/about-us/about-the-levy/whats-new/

